COHWI

Connecticut Oral Health Initiative

The Connecticut Oral Health Initiative is 2 broad-based coalition of health professionals,
Business and community leaders dedicated 1o impaoy ng Lonnecticul’s systems for
prowiding oral health care. The Connecticut Oral Health Inittative has taken up the

challenge of the U.5. Surgeon General to insure that all Americans achieve the same
high level of oral heatth and well being. We welcome your suppon of cur campaign
for *Better Oral Health for Connecticut's Children and Families, "

Our Strategies

The key strateqgies of the Conmecticut Oral Health Initiative are to increase recognition
af the importance of oral health and to suppod the rights of families and childrens

“Oral health for all”

www.ctoralhealth.org

te hawve optimal oral health care.

Our Initiatives

The Connecticut Cral Health Initiative
serves as the unifying voice on oral health
isswees in Connocticut. We participate in
public asarenets campaigns directed at
Cinnmecticutt's young tamilies, decision
makers, and providers. We identify and
educate champicrs for oral health among
policy makers and frame the issues of oral

The Facts

# Dental decay s the most comman
chiconic disease in Conmescticut

® Mest oral diseases ane infectous and
ean be esauly controlled through early
identification and interention

* Pain and infection ansing from pocr oral
healih lead to poor concentration in
seheal and waik, Frlﬂ'_ﬂl‘:rrlu- aating and
sleaping, and 1o the possble develop-
ment of ather medical conditions.

* Crowing evidence suggests a link
between gum disease in pregnant
women gnd prematurs, ureer
wiright birth

health for effactive presentation to dedi-
sicn makers. We assure that oral health
agents act responsibly in meeting their
cblgations to Connecticut’s families, and
rewie trends and best practices |locally
and natienalhy that can kead to a better
quality of life.

® The hidden costs of dental disease
include last time from schacl and
wiadke, Diecreased production at work
due 1o unscheduled absences can
afect the comparate battom line.

® Connecticut’s econamical by wulnena-
ble citizens are mone prone 10 dental
diseaze and have less access te
mmedical care than their wealthiar
neighbers in the commumity.






